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On Oct. 7, a spokesperson for 45 former employees of a maquiladora plant in Matamoros said the
women are suing Mallory Capacitor Company for "millions of dollars." The plaintiffs, who worked
at the plant in the 1970s, said exposure to chemicals led to their children's birth defects. The women
claim inadequate safety precautions at the factory contributed to birth defects afflicting 60 of their
children. The spokesperson said, "The women are looking for justice so they can look after the kids.
[The children] can't feed or dress themselves, they can't go to the bathroom, they can't look after
themselves. Some were born with splayed noses, eyes wide apart, others had webbed hands like
frogs. Some were born with six fingers on each hand." Many of the plaintiffs suffered miscarriages,
and several babies died shortly after birth. Although almost all of the children were born nearly
20 years ago, the mothers had previously been unable to find a lawyer willing to represent them.
According to Michael Shelton, a lawyer from Houston, Texas, who is representing the plaintiffs,
"They had no idea they could file suit until now." The women say they worked with a variety of
chemicals and solvents in the manufacture of electrolytic capacitors, small electronic components
used in televisions, radios and other electronic equipment. Their lawyers said no safety measures
were taken to protect the work force from the substances. Ninety percent of the workers were
female. The women, many of whom were pregnant at the time, frequently dipped their arms in the
solvents and breathed the fumes. Black and Decker inherited the liabilities of the Mallory Capacitor
Company. According to Michael Koon, a lawyer representing Black and Decker, "It seems like a
hodgepodge of claims." Koon described the suit as "inappropriately timed," and added that the 20year time lapse between the births and the suit make him suspicious. (Source: Mexico City News,
10/08/91)
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